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Original Articles. 


DOSIMETRIC THERAPY. 
By Dr. P. BRETT MORGAN, San RARAEL, 


Dosimetric medication will be found one of the interesting 
features of the times in which we live. To the home@opathist 
it will seem like a go-between, a sort of compromise between 
the old and new schools of medicine—Allopathy and Home- 
opathy. And yet Dosimetry is not what is usually known as 
eclecticism. 

Like every effort at reform in therapeutics, it charges 
home with unqualified distinctness the well-known defects of 
allopathy. One of its advocates, Dr. F. A. Bellinge, is 
reported to have recently read a paper on Dosimetry before 
the San Francisco Medical Society, in which he uses great 
plainness of speech. He thrusts at them the language of Mal- 
gaione: ‘‘In medicine there is a complete absence of scien- 
tific doctrines.” ‘‘Allis empiricism.” Presently, in the words 
of Fonssagrives, he adds: ‘‘The medical mind is gangrened 
with skepticism, and this gangrene generally senile, corrupts 
all ideas, and, like a poisonous plant, stifles faith, which is 
the vital principal of the arts and sciences.” He charges 
again, that the old system, after all that has been said of 
progress, is still unprogressive, 1s ‘floundering in a rut,’ is 
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_ which he so heroically put to the test, and has now so gen- 
erously proffered to the medical world? In the perusal of 
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‘routinism,’ and yet is ‘characterized by contradiction and 
variability; is ‘incongruous, unreliable,’ ‘nauseous’ and 
‘toxic,’ ‘crude and illogical,’ while ‘the massive doses,’ if 
elimination takes place imperfectly, may cause accumula- 
tions in the blood and irreparable disaster.’ ‘ With the 
maxima dose, we are always kept back by fear of poisoning!” 

But what is Dosimetry? and what does it offer better 
than Allopathy? ‘This is the reply: Adolph Burggraeve, a 
professor in the University of Ghent, Belgium, in about 
1857, ‘‘instituted a series of experiments in his service at the 
Civil Hospital of Ghent, to test the usefulness of medica- 
ments in fractional doses, and communicated to the Royal 
Academy of Belgium the successful results of his experi- 
ments.” This was the origin of what is now known as Dos- | 
imetry: the administration of drugs in fractional doses ac- 
cording to methods set forth by Dr. Adolph Burggraeve. 
To the disciple of Hahnemann the question will most cer- 
tainly suggest itself: Where did this distinguished savant 
first get his idea of the use of so-called fractional doses, 


Dosimetric literature he will soon learn that this Belgian 
professor is measurably conversant with the writings of 
Samuel Hahnemann. Of this fact he will be further assured 
when he sees a list of dosimetric remedies and finds them 
strikingly like those found in the list of the great German 
physician. 

It will also soon be noticed that this Belgian reformer, 
like Hahnemann, has proposed a Materia Medica pura. In 
this attempt he has proceeded to make a chemical analysis 
of the drugs he would employ, so as to obtain and use only 


that portion of a given drug which he wishes. This is il- 
lustrated by reference to opium, a drug having a half a 


dozen different properties or alkaloids—narceine, morphine, 
codeine, thebaine, papaverine and narcotine. The first three 
are pronounced soperifics, while the last three are said to 
produce convulsions. ‘To obiain, therefore, with some 
measure of exactness, the active principle he desires, the- 
properties of which he takes for granted that (as an Allo- 
pathist) he knows, he insists upon a chemical analysis. In 
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this way he assumes he can employ what he wishes without 
subjecting his patients to the hazard of the drug influences 
contra-indicated. In the Dosimetric Review, of March last, 
itis said: ‘*‘ The year 1889 developed one great fact which 
has a tremendous significance when viewed in its relation 
to the rapid advance of Dosimetry to the brilliant future 
which awaits it. We refer to the consensus of opinion in 
the French Academy of Medicine, concerning the immense 
advantages of using alkaloids in medicine in preference to 
the plants from which they are derived. * * * * Alka- 
loid medication is, in fact, the order of the day.” 

In this way it is proposed to produce a materia medica pura. 

But in point of fact, Dosimetric practitioners, true to the 
Allopathic instinct, combine and mix their preparations in a 
way that would satisfy the nrost extreme polypharmacy. 
- But, proceeding further in our investigations, we find 
aconitine, veratrine, digitaline, etc., used severally, for 
I think I may say, very nearly the same group of symptoms 
—tout ensemble—for which a Homeopathist would employ 
aconite, veratrum or digitalis. Their fractional doses are 
repeated in quick suvcession, as every Homceopath knows 
they must be, to secure the desired dynamic effect in the 
treatment of acute diseases. 

Theoretically, Pathology is placed where it belongs, and 
Symptomatology is given the place and dignity it merits, 
exactly after the Hahnemannian idea. Dr. Burggraeve says: 
‘“The jugulation (abortion) of acute diseases is the catechism 
or the new medicine.” He relates a case: Malignant mea- 
sles were epidemic. A child of six years complained of 
headache, a catarrhal cough, and exhibited a temperature of 
104° F. He employed veratrine. Gave one granule, con- 
taining one-half a milligramme, and ordered the dose repeated 
every fifteen minntes. The next morning the fever had ahated. 

There is also noticeable a certitude, unlike the hypotheti- 
cal spirit that pervades Allopathy, but with which the 
Homeceopathic fraternity is entirely familiar. One wonders 
by what means this new school of doctors came to have so 
much exact knowledge about remedies. We are informed 
this knowledge is the result of bed-side observations in a 
hospital. But, with no invidious spirit, to the patrons and 
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followers of Hahnemann, they seem very like the splendid 
achievements of Homceopathy, with the similia and provings 
silently ignored. I should, however, be glad to know that 
this is only a conjecture. 

1, But,with our utmost desire for just dealing, we are forced 
to the conclusion that this was originally an allopathic attempt 
to utilize Hahnemann’s labors with Hahnemann left out. 

2. It is well known that there are large numbers who 


have the conviction that the minimum dose is somehow safer 


and more efficient than the toxic drugging of the archaic 
school; and, with no knowledge of the law of similars, but 
by a blind following of Dr. Burgyraeve, will probably secure 
to many such immunity to drug influence (poisoning) and a 
way of dealing with disease vastly | superior to the methods 
of the dominant school. 

d. We conclude that, notwithstanding the travesty of 
Homeopathy, the dosimetric theory exhibits so much of 
Homeopathy that the world will be the richer for its exist- 
ence, while its honest practitioners, following it to its logical 
and legitimate sources, will surely find the Hahnemannian 
fountains. 

4. I must also confess to a half- Soop inchoate convic- 
tion that, before Homceopathy has completed its work of 
blessing humanity, it must realize the necessity of sucha 
radical revision of its materia medica as will rule out large 
stores of accumulated rubbish and possibly settle for all time 
the vexatious question about potencies. This done, and I 
conclude the bugaboo of Homceopathy will be unknown and 
unheard of, and the advocates of dosimetry, and all others 
biased in favor of reform in medicine, will speedily find in 
Homeeopathy, the clean, beautiful and incomparably efficient 
system which in - depths of their honest souls they long 
to find. 


5. I conclude also that irrespective of all else, we have 


in the increasing literature of dosimetry another proof of the 


tremendous drift in favor of the minimum dose. Home- 
opathy has made its magnificent demonstrations. The world 
knows it. And now, true to the law of demand and supply, 


the new therapy must meet this world-wide demand. Let 


thinkers think over these matters. 
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MATERIA MEDICA STUDIES. 


The study of Homeopathic Materia Medica is to the hom- 
ceopathist the most important of all his studies. According 
to the accuracy of his knowledge of this branch will he be a 
successful prescriber and healer of the sick. By means of 
his knowledge of Materia Medica he is enabled to adjoin to 
the science of homceopathy a practical art; he brings into the 
world of pain and sickness, the operation of the eternal law 
for their relief and cure. For, remember, that the doctrine 
of Homoeopathy considered as a series of principles on the 
relation of drugs to disease is absolutely true and infallible; 


that the art of application of this doctrine — the art . ae 


Homeopathic practice therefore, is not infallible, is not 
perfect. Mark the difference between the underlying princi- 
ples of Homceopathy, that is, what is perennially true in it— 
the substance of Homeopathy and its outward form or the 
art of Homceopathic practice. The law, the principles, the 
substance—these are absolutely true, as true to-day as they 
were at the beginning of time. They always existed, because 
they are expressions of certain relations of living forces, but 
they were not discovered to mankind until a favoring environ- 
ment produced a Hahnemann for that purpose. It is ever so. 
The circulation of the blood, the laws of electricity, of chem- 
istry, etc., though ever present and operative were not dis- 
covered until the suitable opportunity came. But there is a 
time for these eternal principles when they are born into this 
world, that is, into the consciousness and understandings of 
men. This birth, this formulation of an eternally true 
principle into human thought and language, and the attempt 
to bring its operation down into practical life, to adopt its 
workings to human nature and human needs—this materiali- 
zation—this attempt, in short, of creating an Art of Homeo- 
pathy expressing in, some degree the eternally true principle 
within, is in the very nature of things, and necessarily, a 
thing of growth, of slow growth, of limitation, of imper- 
fection. Do not misunderstand me, and at the risk of 
wearying you with repetition, let me repeat that I claim 
absolute truth and universal sway to the principles of 
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Homeceopathy—to the law of similars, simply because they 
are a necessary expression of the laws of life—laws for 
restoring diseased life—but to the art that seeks to embody 
this ideal into working array here below, that embodies and 
makes it available to human needs, I cannot ascribe to this 
the same absolute sway, because this outer form partakes of 
imperfection and limitation in the very nature of things. 

So, then, you can readily explain the chief source of our 
failures in practice. These must, indeed, occur, because our 
artis yet young; our knowledge of drug action is yet but 
limited, our tools imperfect. But our failures will grow 
fewer and fewer, our recourse to palliatives more seldom as 
we advance in the study of our Materia Medica. This, then, 
is the chief study for the Homeopathic physician as a 
Homeopathist. 

Materia Medica is the study of the nature and am 
of drugs, and especially their property of influencing the 
functious of the body. And whatisadrug? It is any sub- 
stance capable of changing the functions and tissues of the 
body, and hence, of being used as a medicine. 

Homeopathy has very much extended the idea of drugs, 
and has invaded all the kingdoms of Nature to bring tribute 
to it. 

Now, of course, in order to employ a drug in disease 
rationally, something must be known of its physiological 
action. No matter whether we want to use it homcoeopathi- 
eally or antipathically, to use it intelligently and not blindly, 
it is essential to know something of its effects upon the 
healthy body. Now, the knowledge of the physiological 

action of drugs is something that had no existence before 

Hahnemann. If I were asked what constituted Hahne- 
mann’s greatest claim to immortality—for among the immor- 
tal he will ever be ranked—I should answer, nof his promul- 
gation of the law of cure—for that had been recognized, 
dimly indeed, from the earliest times—noé even his discoy- 
ery of dynamisation, marvelous as that is; bué his introduc- 
tion of drug provings. His development of the doctrine that 
drugs must be proven upon the healthy human body in 
order to ascertain their effects that would guide us to their 
selection in disease, was of most momentous importance. 
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Having perceived the necessity for ascertaining the effects a 
of drugs on the healthy subject, Hahnemann, with wonder- — 
ful assiduity, set about instituting provings upon himself and a 
others. The results we now have, and they constitute the a 
main part of our Materia Medica. To Hahnemann chiefly ae 
and his band of disciples are we indebted for the bulk of oF) 
this immense work. Later, Constantine Hering, a trans- “s 
planted Hahnemann, with his co-laborers in Philadelphia, ie 
added with Hahnemannic accuracy, a large number of valua- ie 
ble drugs. Besides these two chief sources, many minor con- og 
tributors from all parts of the world have added their mite ae 
of observation. The Materia Medica that we study then, is a 
the result of the labors of many different men, very unequal ae 
in value and reliability. KRemember, first of all, that it is a 
not a revelation. You cannot appeal to it as the infallible, | 
faultless, absolute standard, as a few enthusiasts would have ae | 
us to believe. But it. 1s a remarkably exact statement of 
accurate and painstaking observations of drug effects, and as a 
such scientifically useful as a basis of our art. We accept ec) 
every recorded symptom as a fact, unless repeated failure in. a 
practice shows its spuriousness. The result at the bedside a 
is the ultimate test. If asymptom, recorded in the provings, | + 
is repeatedly verified in practice, that symptom is forever to | ai 
be incorporated into the Materia Medica, no matter how or by _— ; 
whom observed. Itis afact—forever so. No theories of drug 
action—no: pathological or physiological notions can ever eh 
upset it. These, if true, will illustrate it and strengthen our aS a | 
appreciation of its worth, but cannot deny it, simply because a 
it is a fact, explain it as we may. And a drug, whose action a 
upon the human body has been ascertained by provings, a 
whose symptoms have been verified and the symptoms them- pe) 
selves expressed in the vernacular language of the people, a i 
such a drug constitutes a picture of drug action true for all e 
time ; it is a useful and indispensable acquisition to the sum Bae) 
of human knowledge, a seed yielding fruit a hundredfold. et 
You see the vast superiority of such a characterization of my itl: 
drug action in the common language of the people over ali aa 
mere theories, ingenious though they be, for theories are He a 
according to the state of the science of the day—what is 7 Beet) 
accepted to-day will be thrown overboard to-morrow.” 
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Hahnemann called his Materia Medica pure, not because he 
deemed it without error, but because it was free from this 
sort of thing, from theories, “fiction, hypothesis — pure, 
because it embodies pure observations expressed in simple 
and plain language. Thus, it can never grow absolete. It 
is ever fresh and true. It is of great importance that we do 
not pollute it. The temptation to do so is great. The old 
school is full of plausible theories of drug action, based largely 
upon experiments on animals. Interesting and useful these 
may be, but they must not form part of our Materia Medica; 
we cannot afford to incorporate speculation upon the modus 
operandi of remedies into our record of the pure effects of 
drugs. This is the reason we must refuse much of the 
modern so-called physiological action—it would simply lead 


us astray. Our Materia Medica must be a record of observed 


facts alone, and we will then build for all time. 

If we examine a good proving, you will find that every 
deviation from the normal state of the prover is recorded, 
even such as are apparently unimportant; and they ought to 
to be recorded in the order of their development. Only in 
this way can we arrive at atrue picture of drug pathogenesis. 


‘Both objective and subjective symptoms are included. Theo- 


retically, only such symptoms as were actually observed on the 
healthy, by provings, should be incorporated, and these alone 


are found in Allen’s Encyclopedia and Hand-book and the 


British Cyclopedia of Drug Pathogenesy in process of pub- 
lication. 

However, in the evolution of our Materia Medica, another 
source of symptoms was utilized, namely, the patient under 
treatment. It was frequently noticed after the administration © 
of ahomceopathic remedy that not only did the symptoms dis- 
appear, for which the drug was given, but other symptoms, 
troublesome ones, possibly of long standing, also disap- 
peared soon after taking the medicine. Such symptoms are 
known in our Materia Medica as clinical or curative symp- 
toms. Notice that the aristocracy of birth characterizing 
pathogenetic symptoms is lacking here—their origin is more 
plebeian—the sick body, but many of them have been found 
very valuable and the Materia Medica has been enriched by 
them. But we must accept them cautiously, and verification 
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in practice alone entitles these curative symptoms to the 
same rank that is accorded the pathogenetic symptoms. 
Very likely all these curative symptoms could be produced by 
provings, if these could be rendered more thorough and 
long continued, but so far they have not been so observed. 
A record of these clinical symptoms can be found in ‘‘ Her- 
ing’s Guiding Symptoms,” seven volumes of which are 
already published. 

You will hear a great deal said about characteristics or key- 
notes. Such a symptom embodies a condition observed fre- 
quently in the provings of any remedy and is characteristic 
of its genius.. You know that all drugs produce certain 
general disturbances, loss of appetite, malaise, etc. You 
can readily see that such qualities are not characteristic of 


any one drug. Besides these general disturbances, we find 


that each drug acts upon the body in a manner peculiar to 
itself and distinct from all others, and any symptom that 
shows this peculiar action markedly, is characteristic of that 
drug. They have often been verified in practice, and they 
almost invariably determine the choice of a remedy when 
present. But beware of prescribing solely on the presence 
of a characteristic. They are most important in rank but 
the totality must form the basis for your prescription. Many 
of the recorded symptoms, and especially these character- 
istics, we may not be able to explain physiologically. They 


have been aptly compared to personal peculiarities which 


conduce to the recognition of any one—it may but be a trick 
of the voice or of gait—still it marks the individual, so each 
drug possesses some peculiarities, be it a marked aggrava- 
tion or amelioration of symptoms at different times or places 
or peculiar method of acting generally. 

One’s first glance at the Homoeopathic Materia Medica is 
very discouraging. A mass of symptoms, many very trifling, 
many common to all remedies, greet one at every turn, and 
the hope of systematizing this chaotic mass, seems 
almost futile. Yet itis not so. There are certain principles 
and divisions running through it which will simplify its 
study very much, and prove to you that our Materia Medica 


needs to be studied like any otlfer natural science, for such 
itis. We will elucidate this point in our next study. 


EXx-CATHEDRA. 
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INSOMNIA—SLEEPLESSNESS AND ITS TREATMENT. 
By §. L. | 


Insomnia may be either a primary cerebral affection or 
secondary to severe general, especially febrile, diseases, or 
dependent on painful organic troubles. To the first class 
belong senile (from cerebral changes in conformity to the 
old age), psychical (mental and emotional) and toxic (alco- 
hol, tobacco, tea, coffee) insomnia. If it can be shown that 
during sleep the arteries of the pia are in a state of con- 
traction, the membranes and the substance of the brain 
anzmic, we know then for many cases the immediate me- 
chanical cause of sleeplessness, as in hyperemia in connec- 
tion with pressure and pain in head insomnia is always 
present. But we must also consider the qualitative com po- 
sition of the blood inside of the skull, which in many cases 
nearly alone may be blamable. i 

One of my favorite authors, Blandford, in his work on In- 
sanity, says: If we consider the cases of ordinary sleepless- 
ness, we see that they are sometimes mental, sometimes 
bodily. Mental anxiety and worry may increase the cerebral 
activity and blood flow and banish sleep, but in a healthy 
person this will only last for a certain time. Fatigue will 
exhaust the brain cells of their force; they will cease to be 
stimulated and sleep will ensue. But in insanity the in- 
stability and tendency to discharge are such that fatigue 
does not bring healthy sleep; the activity of the brain centers, 
or some of them, continues in an abnormal and irregular 
way, and a large blood flow is directed to them. Again, de- 
ficiency of nerve force is the outcome of various physical 
conditions, and may be brought to light by the various events 
of life, which may exhaust the nervous power by its own 
depressing influence or because physical strength quickly 
fails, owing to some bodily condition or infirmity, or anzmia, 
various chronic and wasting diseases, climaxia, lactation, 
dyspepsia, unhealthy work and lack of hygiene. 

Wakefulness, says Hammond (‘ Insanity,” p. 151), is fre- 
quently either the obvious cause of mental alienation or the first 
sign that the mind is beginning to waver from its normal stand- 


ards. During wakefulness the brain is constantly in action, 
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and some portion of it used up and new material to take its 
place can only be formed during sleep. Insomnia may come 
on gradually, but once established, becomes difficult to treat. 
Stimulants and narcotics often fail, or rather they often be- 
come a source of irritability, felt by tke sufferer, and this 
change of character is soon noticed by his surroundings. 
From the inception of tle insomnia, says Corning (‘‘ Brain 
Exhaustion,” p. 177), there is a well-marked deterioration in 
mental power, which may eventually, and in a large number 
of instances does, actually end in complete brain exhaustion 
and insanity. It is in aberrations of sleep that we often find 
the first indications of aberrations of mind.- Even if sleep 
be obtained in some cases, it is disturbed by nightmare and 
frightful dreams, and the patient accordingly rises feverish, 
unrefreshed and entirely unfit for mental and physical exer- 


tion. 


Mental labor becomes not only difficult, but also irk- 


some; memory begins to fail, especially in regard to recent 
occurrences; judgment becomes weak and vascillating, and 
he complains of a morbid apprehension of impending evil, 
for which there is no cause, and the nature of which the pa- 


tient can hardly define. 


In all this fear leads to a kind of 


mental introspection and there is none more frequently com- 
plained of, than impotence. Others have heat and fullness 
in the head, a sensation as if a tight band encircled it, a 
dragging or clawing pain on vertex. Vertigo is always more 
or less complained of (Hammond, ‘‘ Diseases of Nervous 


System ’’). 


If perchance a patient complaining of such a complex of 
symptoms should ask the advice of a young physician, medi- 
cal treatment will immediately revolve on the brain of the 
disciple of Aesculapius, prescriptions given and — failure 
Prevention is here the necessary first prescription; 
we must regulate the irregularities of life which caused this 


follows. 


abnormal state, and very often that is all what is necessary. 


Nutrition must be taken care of, regulation of meals insisted 
on; constipation must be removed, not by drastics and pur- 
gatives, but by adding fruit, as an orange before breakfast, 
to the meals and the habit fostered to have the bowels daily 
moved at a certain period of the day. Rest does not mean 
illness, but change from the usual humdrum life, kept up for 
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years, so that it is as a second nature. Fresh air in the 
country, gradually increasing walks, morning and evening; 
a light meal, or crackers and milk, before the hours of sleep, 
so that the blood may flow downwards to aid digestion and 
make the brain ensmic, by the habit of insonmia or poor 
sleep, can be broken and mental and physical health re-estab- 
lished without a grain of drugs efitering into the treatment 
of such patients. 

_ What our students need most to learn in their curriculum 
of two or three years’ studies, is common sense to aid nature 
in restoring the equilibrium in disordered functions. Let 
them study ‘‘ Hilton’s Rest and Pain,” ‘‘ Fothergill’s Manual 
of Dietetics,” ‘‘Mitchell’s Nervous Diseases,” or ‘‘ Crudt’s 
Neurasthenia,” and it will be of more benefit in their practi- . 
cal life, than to know how to treat Morwan’s or Hodgkin’s 
_ disease, affections which may not come before them twice in 
their life. Do not neglect medicinal therapeutics, but let it 
go hand in hand with common sense and hygienic and moral 
treatment. My young brethren, before you retire to your 
couch, pray fervently; lead us not in the temptation to give 
narcotics to the sleepless sufferer, for in the totality of the 
symptoms of the patient you will surely find the balm to cure, 
and not only to palliate. 

In the third edition of my Homeopathic Therapeutics, 
just issued by the Hahnemann publishing house, I tried to 
give clear cut indications for many remedies so that we may 
always be able also to aid in removing the cause of the 
sleeplessness, but allow me to bring into your memory the 
valuable contributions on ‘‘ Remedies Causing Disturbed | 
Sleep” as found in the transaction of the American Institute 
of Homeceopathy of the year 1887, and do not forget to read 
the discussions which followed the report of this Bureau. It 
is a pity that we have not in pamphlet form that valuable 
essay of Prof. Seldon N. Talcott, the superintendent of the 
Middletown Asylum, on ‘‘Sleep Without Narcotics,” for he 
has practically demonstrated with his patients, that the law 
of similars suffices to overcome even the most obstinaté cases 
of insomnia. You will find it in full in the New York State 
transactions of 1883, page 159. 
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OPHTHALMOLOGY aND OToLoey. 


A CASE OF ECZEMA. 
By W. E. ALUMBAUGH, M. D., Vacavinie, Cat. 


W. P., aged 23, light hair, sallow complexion, general 


health good. Began like a ringworm over left eye. Spread 


across forehead and up to edge of hair, over right side of 
face and neck. The skin became much thickened and a 


transparent sticky exudation was constantly oozing from the 


surface. There was some itching, but no pain, except 


slight stinging when wet by washing or sweating. When 1 


first saw the case it was of three months standing. Patient 
had tried Allopathic treatment. Various external applica- 
tions and blood purifiers without benefit. I gave graphites 
dx every six hours for four days. No improvement. Gave 
- Graphites 30 four days. Still no better. Gave Sepia 30 for 
a week. Disease continued to spread. Also tried Rhus and 
Sulphur without benefit. At this time I received a copy of 
Boericke & Dewey’s book on the tissue remedies. After con- 
sulting it, gave Kali mur. 6x three times a day, for three 
days. Saw marked improvement. Gave Sac. lac. In two 


days patient came back worse than ever. Continued Kali 
mur. in six days the cure was complete. 


Ophthalmology and Otology. 


CONDUCTED By H. C. FRENCH, M.D. 


MORE OCULISTS. 


REMEDIES FOR BLINDNESS.—It is distressing to learn that out of the 7,000 


persons blind from their birth in this country, who owe their loss of sight | 


to inflammation of the eyes, at least two-thirds of them might now have 
been in the enjoyment of their sight but for the ignorance or neglect of 
their earliest guardians. It seems that the remedies for the infantile inflam- 
mation which causes blindness are both many and simple. Thus it cannot 
be too widely made known that the eyes of a newly-born child, if inflamed, 
should be washed with pure warm water, and that thena single drop of a 
2 per cent. solution of nitrate of silver should be instilled into each with a 
drop tube. In Germany midwives are enjoined to adopt the above remedial 
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treatment, under oath, and since that has been done the decrease in the 
number of blind children has been most appreciable.—London Figaro. 


The above clipping from a well known London paper, 
while it aims at a great evil, shows also the masculine dog- 
matism and sturdy self-complacency with which the secular 
press is addicted to deal with such delicate organs as the 
human eye. We are impressed, if not awed, by this pic- 
ture of the phlegmatic German midwife, going forth, armed 
with an awful oath in one hand, and a bucket of exactly two 
per cent solution of argent. nit. in the other, ready and 
authorized to baptize with her stygian lotion, every teutonic 
infant that dares to show the red of itseye. Our author 
7 _ thinks the two great defects in the ‘‘early guardians” of in- 
i <0 _ fancy, to be avoided, are, ‘‘ignorance and neglect.” ‘To the 
1 reasoning, it will be questioned whether authority based 
upon the above instructions would not prove more fatal to 
german infancy than even ignorance, and whether neglect 
might not be preferable to such indiscriminate activity. 


Colleges and Hospitals. 


PACIFIC HOM@OPATHIC DISPENSARY. 


The annual meeting of the Pacific Homeopathic Dispen- 
sary Association was held April 14th, 1890, at the rooms of 
the Dispensary, 943 Howard street. 

The association was incorporated in 1876, and was the first 
corporate attempt to provide ‘‘ medical aid of competent 

_homeoeopathic physicians for the indigent sick,” as well as 
being the first movement toward the establishment of a 
homeopathic hospital in San Francisco. The large number 
of annual and life members of the association present shows 
that much interest is taken in the work carried on by this 
Dispensary. The reports of the Secretary and Treasurer 
indicate that an energetic and unflagging spirit animates the 
workers for the success of this undertaking—that is, for the 
establishment of a hospital, and especially of a children’s 
hospital, where worn and weary little sufferers may be re- 
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stored to health and vigor by the benign methods of homee- 
opathy. To all who desire to see such a home of health and 
help opening its benevolent doors to the invalid children of 
the poor, an earnest appeal is made to work with us, with 
sincerity of purpose and without prejudice, for the speedy 
accomplishment of that most beautiful and appealing charity: 
a children’s hospital. Annual membership, $2.50; life mem- 
bership, $25. Bequests and donations of any amount gladly 
received. It was announced at the meeting that one of the 
life members of the association would, on the day of the 
next annual meeting, duplicate every dollar that had been 
added to the funds of the association during the year from 
every source except patients’ medicine fees, up to a certain 
specified limit. This is an incentive to work vigorously. 
The staff of attending physicians comprises the following 


names: Drs. Laura A. Ballard, C. V. C. Scott, A. F. N. 


Moore, W. A. Dewey, Edwin S. Breyfogle, J. Stow Ballard, 
K. N. Lowry, Grant Selfridge (oculist). Consulting physi- 
cians:' Drs. Eckel, Albertson and Curtis. Officers: Mrs. 
John McKee, President; Mrs. H. C. Gibbs, First Vice 
President; Mrs. John Wright, Second Vice President; Miss 
Henrietta Taylor, Treasurer; Mrs. Dorville Libby, Secre- 


tary. Auditors: Mrs. John Taylor, Mrs. Christian Reis, 
and Mrs. W. T. Reid. 


MISSOURI INSTITUTE OF HOM@OPATHY. 


The Fourteenth Annual Session of the Missouri Institute 
of Homeopathy was held in the Lindell Hotel, Saint Louis, 
Missouri, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, April 22-3-4, 
1890. The following were the officers for 1890: President, 
Moses T. Runnels, M. D., Kansas City; Vice-President, L. 
EK. Whitney, M. D., Carthage; General Secretary, C. J. 
Luyties, M. D., St. Louis; Provincial Secretary, A. C. Jones, 
M. D., Holden; Treasurer, H. W. Westover, M. D., St. 
Joseph. Board of Censors: T. Griswold Comstock, M. D., 
St. Louis; Wm. D. Foster, M. D., Kansas City; S. B. Par- 
sons, M. D., St. Louis. A large number of interesting 
papers was read and the meeting was a gratifying success. 
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CALIFORNIA STATE HOMCOPATHIC SOCIETY. 


The Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the California State 
Homeopathic Medical Society will convene at the Hahne- 
mann Hospital College building, San Francisco, Wednes- 
day, May 14, 1890, at 10 o’clock a. m. 

A stenographer will report the proceedings of the- esd 
ety, which proceedings will be published in full. 

All members are cordially invited to present papers to 
the Society, and to take an active part in its proceedings. 


H. L. Braptey, M. D., President. 
A. C. Peterson, M. D., Secretary. 


AN APPEAL TO HOMGOPATHIC PHYSICIANS. 


The Homeopathic physicians of California are urged to 
interest themselves to promote the practical usefulness of 
the Society, and to lend’a helping hand to raise it to a posi- 
on of influence and power in this State. 

By unanimity of action and oneness of purpose, we can 
compel respect and attention to our demands for a proper 
recognition and representation among those physicians who 
are selected to act in the public capacity of conservators of 
the health of the people. 

The injustice of practically disfranchising the great body 
of Homceopathic taxpayers has been perpetual year after 
year inthe State of California, while other communities 
have recognized and have corrected the wrong—a wrong 
and injustice that still afflicts this State. 

A reform of this abuse of power, upheld by the arrogance 
and intolerance of the ancient school of medicine, can be 
wrought out only by a united sentiment born of honest con- 
victions, a patient and untiring perseverance and a hearty 
enthusiasm in upholding the educational, scientific and so- 
cial organizations under the standard of ‘‘ Similia Similibus 
Curantur.” 


A. ©. Prrerson, M. D. 
Secretary Cal. State Hom. Med. Society. 
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HAHNEMANN HOSPITAL BUILDING FUND. 


An orchestral and choral concert took place April 17th 
for the benefit of the Hospital building fund and free ward 
for sick and destitute children, which was a most successful 
entertainment. 


A full orchestra rendered the music, and among the solo- 


ists were Mrs. Martin Schultz, Miss Irene E. Mulliken, Miss 


Lillie A. Kroft, Mr. W. J. Keeley and Mr. J. F. Fleming. 
We learn with pleasure that the fund was largely increased 
from the proceeds of the entertainment. 
Our ladies are working hard for the success of this institu- 


tion and the profession of this city should give them every 
aid in their power. 


Editorial Notes. 


Tue Homeceopathic physicians of the Pacific States should 
take a deep interest in every measure looking toward the 
advancement of our cause among the people of this Coast, 
and do everything in their power to create a more general 
sentiment in favor of our system of therapeutics. While 
professing an abiding faith in the principles of our schoo 


and a pure love for Homeopathy, how few of us give any 


practical evidence of our convictions. Self-interest alone, if 
no higher motives govern us, should certainly induce an ac- 
tive co-operation in every institution, public or private, de- 
voted to the education of the people in a more thorough 
knowledge of the grand and perfect truths of Homceopathy. 
Every man, however limited his field of action or however 


obscure may be his labor in the medical vineyard, wields an 


influence not bounded by the horizon of his little world, and 
if he will but direct his energies in the proper channel, great 
and permanent good can be accomplished for any cause he 
may have the courage to champion. 


Brother physicians of the Pacific Coast! The foregoing 
lines have been written as an introduction to an earnest ap- 
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THE CALIFORNIA HOMCOPATH. 


peal for your manly and fraternal support of two public in- 
stitutions both of which can be made, with your assistance, 
-of incalculable benefit to the Homceopathic cause. We refer 
to the Hahnemann Hospital College and THE CALIFORNIA 
HomaopaTH. No man connected with either of these has 
ever made a dollar in the months and years devoted to their 
advancement, and even the most prejudiced enemy of our 
cause dare not insinuate that the labor of the men identified 
with either the College or this journal has been other than one 
of unrecompensed devotion, except in so far as the knowledge 
of honest work conscientiously performed has been their 
reward. | 


Do not misunderstand us. We are not beggars, thank 
God! but we ask you in all honesty and sincerity if it is 
not your duty and if. it would not advance your own mater- 
ial interests to give us every assistance in your power. 


The Hahnemann College is doing a grand work for Hom- 
ceopathy on this Coast, and she needs and hasa right to 
demand the earnest co-operation of every physician of the 
same faith. Do not send your students to Eastern Colleges, 
but use your influence to keep them here, where they be- 
long; advocate the honest claims of the Hahnemann Hospi- 
tal College, and in every possible manner lend your assist- 
ance to the men who are devoting their time and energies to 
her advancement, and so you will be repaying some small 
portion of the debt you owe to Homceopathy. 


In writing of THE Canirornia Homa@opatu the task be- 
comes more difficult. That delicate modesty which is the 
distinguishing mark of journalists in every land, makes it 
almost impossible to word the appeal which we feel should 
be made on our own behalf. We know that our merits are 
great, and are equally certain that our reward has been most 
lamentably small. Your moral support, brethren, is very 
comforting, but can’t you emphasize it, and make it more 
binding by forwarding two dollars for one year’s subscrip- 
tion to the CaLiroRNIA HomaopaTH, published monthly at 
No. 234 Sutter street, San Francisco. 


C. L. Tispatz, M. D. 
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Do not forget that the Homeopathic State Medical .So- 
ciety will meet in San Francisco on Wednesday, May 14th, 
1890. HKvery homeopathic physician in California should 
arrange his business so as to be present at this annual gath- 
ering of the faithful; and not only be there, but determine 
to take an active interest in the proceedings, as it is only by 
the earnest co-operation of the entire profession that the 
meeting can be made a complete success. There will bea 
large number of interesting and instructive papers read, and, 
with the subsequent discussion which will be provoked, 
much valuable information can be gained by every active 
practitioner. Do not say you cannot spare the time, or that 
your business will suffer by your absence, but leave your 
patients alone for a few days, come to the meeting, and 


accept our assurances, gentlemen, that it will be much bet-— 


ter in the long run for them as well as you. 
| C. L. Tisparz, M. D. 


Correspondence. 


4 


New York, March 15, 1890. 
EpITORS CALIFORNIA HomMaopatTH:—At the last meeting of the Ameri- 


can Institute of Homeopathy, held in June, 1889, the following resolution 
was adopted: 

‘That in making up the list of existing journals illustrating homcop- 
athy, by the Bureau of Organization, Registration and Statistics, and the 
Committee on Medical Literature, all such shall be embraced as avow the 
principle of similars as the denominating principle for the selection of 
drugs in the cure of the sick, and which also support the organizations of 
homceopathy as a distinctive body in the medical profession; that no jour- 
nal thus listed shall be stricken off without formal notice through the Gen- 
eral Secretary to the Institute, of the reason for any proposed omission from 
the list, and then, not without due notice and opportunity for defense on the 
part of the journal under consideration, final action on the case being de- 
ferred until the succeeding annual meeting. But the name of any journal 
may be dropped from the list after failure to signify its assent to the pre- 
ceding conditions of its listing, and, if assenting, after subsequent failure 
to make report to the Institute for three consecutive years.” 

Will you kindly send me your assent to the above conditions at your 
earliest convenience, and oblige, - Yours fraternally, 

THOS. FRANKLIN SMITH, 
Chairman Bureau Org., Reg., and Stat. 
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THE CALIFORNIA 


Homeopathic Medical Society of San Diego. 


March 25th, 1890. 
Hon. Walter H. Levy, Judge of the Superior Court of San Francisco :— 
Instructed by the Society, I beg to acknowledge in appropriate terms our 
sincere thanks for the consideration our school has received at your hands, 
in appointing our worthy colleague, James E. Lilienthal, M.D., to an official 
State position as Commissioner of Insanity for the District of San Francisco. 
We doubt not that the spirit of true justice displayed towards us by you 
will ever live in our memory from end to end of our glorious United States 
and that the example of fairness displayed may be followed by others placed 
in similar position of the highest trust. 
| Ever yours truly and fraternally, 
THOS. DOCKING, M. D., Secretary. 


EDITORS CALIFORNIA HomMmopaTH—At our last regular meeting I drew 
attention to the notice in your journal of the above appointment, when I 
- received the unanimous instructions to thank Judge Levy by letter and 
through the public prints, I have done so in similar terms to the above, and =—s-_— 
now thank you for the opportunity afforded by your columns. 

Yours very truly and fraternally, 
T. DOCKING, M. D., Secretary. 


Los ANGELES, March 24th. 
EDITOR CALIFORNIA HommoraTH—At a meeting of the Los Angeles 
Homeopathic Medical Society, held March 11th, Dr. J. C. Kirkpatrick was 
elected President, in place of Dr. Clarke, resigned. Dr. de Cailhol reported 
an interesting case of internal hemorrhage. A committee was appointed to 
formulate plans for the establishment of a dispensary, which is undoubtedly 
needed here. All the hospitals and dispensaries in the city being under the 
control of the old school. Yours, E. P. MITCHELL. 
Will try and send a paper next month. 


San Diego Homceopathic Medical Society. 


CALIFORNIA HomaopatH:—The regular monthly meeting of 
the Homeopathic Medical Society was held in the office of Drs. Morgan & 
Polhemas. In the absence of President b. F. Mertzman, M. D., Vice Presi- 
dent Dr. T. Docking occupied the chair; when after confirmation of the 
minutes of the previous meeting, certain representations were made by W. P. 
Polhemas, M. D., declining to fill the duties of Secretary and Treasurer, 
which were considered valid, consequently his resignation was accepted. A 
proposition was then made which was seconded and duly carried, that as Dr. 
T. Docking had from the inception of the Society performed the aforesaid 
onerous duties with such entire satisfaction, that he be forthwith elected as 
Permanent Secretary and Treasurer, which was unanimously agreed to. 


Dr. Docking read two extracts from the CALIFORNIA HoMa@opaTH, show- 
ing that Dr. J. E. Lilienthal had been recently appointed Commissioner of 
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Insanity of the district of San Francisco by Judge W. Levy, when the Secre- 
tary was instructed to write Judge W. Levy, in the name of the Society, for 
his honesty and courage displayed towards Homeopathy, etc. Dr. Docking 


also mentioned the fact that Dr. 8. Worcester was an author on insanity, 


and he thought it would be very opportune to take the sense of the Society 
as to proposing the doctor as a consulting physician on insanity in the 
“Good Samaritan Hospital.” He was proposed, seconded and passed unani- 
mously as above mentioned, which has since been confirmed by President 
D. Cleveland of the ‘‘Good Samaritan Hospital,” and subsequently on the 


2d of April, Dr. Docking was unanimously elected chairman of the medical: 


staff of the ‘‘Good Samaritan Hospital” and Dr. J. Rodes Secretary of the 
same. 


A paper was read by S. E. Bailey, M. D., on ‘‘ Hygiene in Typhoid 


Fever,” throwing much light on this important subject. The lady was highly 
complimented for her very practical essay. 


Every one left much gratitied with the proceedings of the evening. 
Yours very truly and fraternally, 


DOOKING, Secretary. 


Personals. 


Dr. W. W. RvssE.t has located in Marysville, Cal. 
Dr. WM. BorERIcKE has gone to Philadelphia for a protracted stay East. 


Dr. C. W. BREYFOGLE, of San Jose, left New York for a European tour 
of pleasure and study. 


Dr. C. 8. SARGENT, the able surgeon of Stockton, has promised regular 
contributions to the pages of our journal on surgical subjects. Our réaders 


will appreciate this. 


Dr. R. W. MonTGoMERY will please accept our thanks for the kind invi- 


tation to attend the forty-second annual commencement of the Hahnemann 
Medical College of Philadelphia. 


Dr. P. B. Moraan has located at San Rafael, the beautiful suburb of 
San Francisco. There are many homcopathic families in that place, who 
will be glad to welcome so able a representative of our cause. 


Dr. C. E. FisHeR has bought back his Southern Journal of Homosopathy, 
and will continue its publication from San Antonio, Texas; Engelbach & Co., 


publishers. We are sorry not to have been able to keep the Doctor on the - 


Coast. 
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THE Dean of the Hahnemann Hospital College of San Francisco informs 
us that a good number of new matriculates have presented themselves, and 


the new year will open with a fine class. Lectures begin this month. Send 
for a catalogue. 


- Tue Homaopata acknowledges a very pleasant call from Mrs. H. TYLER 


-Witcox, M. D., a well-known homeopathic physician of Los Angeles. The 


Doctor is doing exceedingly well, and is paying special attention to the use 
of static electricity. 


SAN Ramon, Contra Costa County, is a good opening for a physician 
who wishes a country practice. It is in the center of a fine farming district, 
with no doctor nearer than nine miles. Many of the influential residents 
are desirous that a good homeopath should settle there. 


THERE has been some talk of the American Institute of Homcopathy 
coming to California for the meeting of 1891. What is the opinion of the 
Pacific Coast Physicians as to its practicability? The I. A. H. men are 


going to have their association out here, but that they have no use for the 
Institute—so one of their number informs us. 


Book Reviews. 


The Twelve Tissue Remedies. By Drs. Bozricke & DEwey, Philadelphia: 
Hahnemann Publishing House. 


_ The second edition of this popular work more than merits all the com- 
plimentary notices printed when the book was first given to the public. It 
is concisely written, perfectly arranged and clearly printed on good paper; 
being in every respect a most valuable addition to a long neglected branch of 
medical literature. 

The appearance of Messrs. Boericke & Dewey’s book has given a great 
impetus to the study of the Tissue Remedies and scores of physicians who 
had no previous knowledge of their intrinsic merits have been led to a more 


thorough investigation of twelve very valuable medicines. The authors have 


reason to congratulate themselves on the reception their work has met with 
and every incentive to issue a third edition when sufficient new material has 
been obtained to warrant such an undertaking. C. L. TIspaLz, M. D. 


Diseases of the Eye. By Henry D. Noyss, A. M., M. D. Illustrated 
by six chromo-lithographie plates, tive plates in black and 236 wood 
engravings. New York: William Wood & Co., 1890. 


This is a beautiful volume of 740 pages, divided into twenty-two chap- 


ters, and in exhaustive completeness even towers above Schmitt-Rimpler’s 


great work, that appeared in 1889. It presents so many points of superla- 
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tive excellence that it is difficult to select any portion for special praise, and 
this fact to our mind is the highest eulogy that could be bestowed upon its 
talented author. Dr. Noyes has added much to American literature of 
opthalmology, and especially has he enriched our surgical fame by his origi- 
nal genius in that department. He has long been one of the foremost of 
American authors in his chosen field of work and research, and largely 
quoted by the highest foreign authorities. His book is abreast of the times, 
and will be eagerly sought for by the eye specialists of both continents, as 
the repository of the many original and practical hints from his pen that 
have enriched almost every work of modern opthalmology. His simple 
method of advancing the recti muscles we have in numerous cases found 
practically superior to all others. One peculiar feature of the work is the 
introduction from Zehnder, of a representation of the position of the false 
images in the diplopia following the various forms of oculo-motor paralysis, 


pp. 140 and 141, followed on page 142 by a double cut, showing clearly the — 


origin of the affected nerves. The book abounds throughout in painstak- 


ing statistics, which are helpful in the important matter of prognosis, and 


closes with one whole chapter, the 22d, on this too much neglected S8ubject. 
Dr. Noyes, in his noble book, has not only honored himself, but has laid the 
medical profession, alike of Europe and America, under obligation to his 
brilliant genius, and we fear it will be many days before we shall have the 
pleasure of again reviewing a text-book which so fully appeals, in every par- 
ticular, to our professional approbation. The fact that the book is issued 


by William Wood & Co. is sufficient guarantee of the beauty and finish of 
workmanship. | F. 


Clinical Items. 


- Nux moschata—Is the remedy for women of a changeable 
disposition, whose menstruation has generally been irregular, 


blood very dark, thick with bearing down, nausea, drawing 
in legs, urine burning; skin cool, dry, cannot bear open air; 
stomach weak.— Hering. 


Cepa—For frequent urging to urinate, the urine passes 
by starts, or only in drops, is bright red and burning. for 


children when they scream, particularly when you press on 


region of the bladder; after a cold or exposure of abdomen 
to cold air or draught. 


Cocculus—Tired from the least exertion, even from talking; 
after loss of sleep. Talking tires the throat that it pains. 
Apis, verat. calc. 
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Sambucus—Fatigue, every quick motion causes an almost 
suffocating shortness of breath, with much perspiration. 


a > 
a 


Arnica oil—Is an admirable remedy to promote the growth 
of the hair. A small quantity well rubbed into the scalp 
three or four times a week can be tried with expectations of 

benefit.—Clinical Record. 


- 


Rose damascene—Hardness of hearing, with ringing or 
singing in ears; catarrh of Eustachian tube. 


Dolichos—Soreness and tenderness of gums, even in teeth- 
ing children; cough on lying down at night, pain as from a 
splinter in tonsils. 


Erigeron—Is the most valuable remedy for tympanites. 
Internally and locally in enemas. 


Dioscorea 12 and 30—Has proved very serviceable in miti- 
gating the pain of suppurating whitlow. 


Hippozania 12—Permanently cured a child suffering from 
extensive eczema—no other drug was given. It also proved 
of great service in a case of inveterate rupia.—Dr. Morrison. 


Asclepras—Myalgic pains of chest, simulating pleurisy.— 
Ranunculus. 


iia Strychnia arsen. 3x—Is a rejuvenating tonic of great value 
iia for convalescences from exhausting diseases.— Holcombe. 


Aconite—In the twelfth potency is the best treatment for 
: nose-bleeding of children, followed by arnica, if necessary. 
— Bayes. } 


Agaricus—Affords marked benefit in the delirium of typhoid. 
T witching of eyelids calls for it also. 
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| Selections. 


CURRENT PROGRESS IN OLD-SCHOOL 
THERAPEUTICS. 


Pror, WM. E. LEONARD, M. D., MINNEAPOLIs, MINN. 


“The highest and only duty of the physician is to nfake sick people 
well, which is called healing.” —Organon. 


Viewed in the light of this axiom, most ‘‘ old-school” cur- 
rent literature is very profitless reading. This is a ‘“‘ glitter- 
ing generality,’’ but one borne out by any careful reader, 
even of so learned and supposedly valuable a journal as the 
Therapeutic Gazette (Philadelphia). Many brilliant experi- 
ments are chronicled, many facts in physiological materia 


medica elicited, but very rarely anything of permanent value 
in applied therapeutics. 


THE THERAPEUTICS OF TyPHOID FrvER,—Dr. G. L. Peabody 
(in Medical Analetic and Epitome, G. P. Putnam & Sons, 
January, 1890,) talks plainly upon this topic. Here are some 
of his striking sentences: ‘‘ The results in the treatment of 
typhoid fever continue to be so bad in general in this country 
as to constitute a chronic opprobrium to the art of medicine 
here. (Candid admission!) * * * After making every 
allowance for local differences, it must be admitted that our 
death-rate in this disease is far higher than it should be. * * 
The expectant plan seems&S in a general way to make us 
quite content with our bad results, and to lead us to expect 
the patient to die if he becomes gravely ill.” Then follows 
a general outline of this plan, which he calls “symptomatic ’ 
and pronounces very ‘‘irrational.” He is quite correct in 
this conclusion, for his expectant method consists in meet- 
ing each patent set of symptoms by the rule of contraria, 
secundum artem. His own treatment, in the New York and 
Bellevue hospitals, is not much better, for of twenty-seven 
patients he lost five, all between the ages of 17 and 35, or 
nearly 20 per cent. He uses the latest antipyretics, resorcin 
and beta-naptho!, with the cold pack, so persisted in, as to 
keep the temperature always below 102°. The only redeem- 
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this disease to give these drugs in the large doses which 


altogether unheeded. The poisons that produce analogous 


‘more appropriate and accomplished the relief from pain with 
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ing feature in this routine is this: ‘‘It is never desirable in 


were in vogue when we first began to use them. Moreover, 
it is well to bear in mind that they are rapidly eliminated 
from the body, and that to be of continuing effect they must 
be given in small and frequent doses to supplement the effects 
of the cold pack. r 

It is passing strange that intelligent physicians will direct 
their entire energy to combating one condition alone—+. e., 
the fever—while all other witnesses to nature’s distress go 


symptoms in the healthy are the only ones that will specific- 
ally palliate and finally cure the sick individual presenting 
those symptoms. Until our brethren come to acknowledge 
this fact and act accordingly, old-school medicine will con- 
tinue to supplement war in preventing an undue increase of 
the world’s population, and keep on tallying 20 per cent and 
upward of a death-rate in typhoid fever. 


SULFANOL—(New Hngland Medical Journal, Dec, 1889).— 
A lad of 11 years received seventy-five grains within an hour 
or two after suffering a fracture of the tibia, and slept about 
four days thereafter without waking, and without any evil 
effects. A beautiful exhibition of its power to control reflex 
muscular spasms, but the doctor does not commend such 
doses. ‘To our minds, arnica or hypericum would have been 


far less violence to a nervous choreic constitution than this 
cannon-ball prescription, for the end may not have come 
when the doctor reported his case; and the drug was well 
tolerated by this patient, the precedent of such a dose 1 is not 
a good one. 

BISULPHIDE OF CARBON (provings of, in Lancet, December 
7, 1889) —A man of 32, a total abstainer from alcohol or 
tobacco, and non-syphilic, from inhaling the fumes of that 
drug in an india-rubber factory had the following symptoms: 
At first (in common with the other workmen), headache, gid- 
diness and drowsiness; dry tongue, and the constant taste of 
the bisulphide; after nine months at this occupation, the 
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headache returned, accompanied by delirium and delusions 

of sight, and frequént attacks of giddiness; so-called ‘‘rheu- 

matic” pains in knees and ankles; yellow skin of face and 
hands, and attacks of unconsciousness coming on suddenly 
while in bed. Several weeks later: legs weak, lower halves 
of legs numb; sexual desire abolished; he can neither walk 
nor stand without support, but on being well supported on 
each side he can, with great effort, drag the toe of one foot 
about three inches in front of the other foot; on reclining, 
distinct drop foot on both sides; dorsal flexion of the ankle 
impossible; feeble adduction of legs; no wasting, no knee- 
jerk, nor plantar or cremasteric reflexes, no ankle clonus; 
almost complete loss of sensation as regards touch, pain and 
temperature below the middle of the leg. Upon squeezing 
the calf, some- pain, described as shooting upwards and 
downwards. The functions of the bladder and rectum were 
normal, and the upper extremities did not suffer. The faradic 
contractility of the muscles of the leg was somewhat impaired, 
but not the galvanic. No vaso-motor or trophic disturbance 
was present. Taste and smell normal, but weakened vision. 
His recovery (under rubbing and quinine) was rapid, but he 
suffered a slight relapse from renewed exposure to the fumes 
six months later. 

This case and those of Dr. Geo. W. J acoby (XV. Y. a 
August, 1889,) only confirm the effects recorded in Allen’s 
Encyclopedia. Now who will give us some cures of nervous 
troubles based upon these homceopathic indications? _ 


> 


VERATRUM VIRIDE IN ExopHtTaLMic Gorrre.—( Therapeutic 
Gazette, December, 1889). Dr. W. D. Hutchins prescribed ae 
this drug for the following case: A woman, 39, tall, thin, + 
mother of three children, anemic, heart much dilated, with- 
out rhythm, and with a wallowing movement; eyeballs very 
protuberant, goitre very prominent, mind deranged; a suf- © 

ferer for twelve years. His dose was three drops of the 
tincture of ver. v. each night and morning. This dose went 
hard at first, causing such weakness as to put her in bed, 
but it was increased to twelve drops twice daily, which was 
continued for twelve months then dropped to one dose daily 
for a few following months. In that time the goitre gradually 
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disappeared, the eye-balls receded to their normal position, 
her mind returned to its equilibrium, and her weight in- 
creased sixty-seven pounds. 

As this all happened in 1879 and ’c0, the supposition is 
that this remarkable cure was permanent. It is a striking 
example of the physiological action of veratrum, and éven 


without more details of symptomatology, is a valuable ad- 
dition to its pathogenesis. | 


REMEDIES FoR AstHMA.—Dr. N.S. Davis, Jr., (Journal of 
A. M. A., May, 1889,) groups all remedial agents in this 
disease as follows, according to their action upon the nervous 
mechanism involved: 

(1) Those affecting the source of irritation and thus pre- 
venting an attack, as change of climate, sprays of cocaine, 
etc.; (2) those that benumb the nerve center or reflector of . 
irritation, as morphine, chloral, chloroform, bromides, etc. ; 
and (3) those that act upon the focus of irritation. 

This classification is ingenious, but may be resolved into 
(the first two) palliative and (the third) homeopathic. The 
third class includes grindelia robusta, senecio aurens, lobelia, 
tobacco and quebracho, which from more or less complete 
provings are known to be homceopathic to asthma. These 
Dr. Davis finds it difficult to classify because of our imper- 
fect knowledge of their physiological action. ‘* Nitro-glyc- 
erine, when given in doses of sufficient size, is apt to provoke 
congestive headache”! <Atropia, stramonium and hyoscyamus 
relieve by causing relaxation of the bronchioles in part by 
benumbing their involuntary muscular fibres, and in part by 
lessening the sensibility of their terminal nerve fibres. Vale- 
rian applies to cases of mental idiocyncrasy (hysteria). After 
various explanations of the action of remedies we know to 
be homceopathic, the author candidly says of arsenic ‘‘ we 
do not know how it acts.” How much simpler would all this 
appear if he would only account for it all upon the law of 
similia! Such explanation.is never satisfactory to the mate- 
rial mind of the old-school practitioner, for he must be able 


to have some more or less plausible theory as to how a rem- 


edy acts, else he cannot conscientiously use it. I presume 
this striving after the unknowable, by experiments upon 
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living and dead animals, in the chemical laboratory, every- 
where but upon the living, intelligent healthy man, will go 
on indefinitely, or until better comprehension is had of vital 
processes as something above and beyond the appreciation 
of our every-day senses, 2. e., the dynamic theory of Hahne- 
mann. By this only can, as yet, the vast majority of the 
manifestations of disease be accounted for. Yet the law of 
similia makes it possible to cure them all, without explanation. 


THE THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF Music.—In a learned editorial 
in the Medical Age (September 15, 1889), in which ancient 
and modern testimony is adduced, it is concluded that the 
cases in which music seems most suited therapeutically, are 
those of mental depression and unsoundness, hysteria, and 
hypochondria, when a subtle sedative effect is desired, such 
as alone can be produced by soft subdued harmony and mel- 
ody. Melancholia, monomania, and depressed forms of 
hypochondria, however, would be more benefited by harmo- 
nious stimulation, such as is found in strathspeys, reels and 


boleros. Again, there are many cases that would be most 


benefited by a combination of the two—music of transitional 
nature, wherein there are abrupt changes from the major to 
the minor key, and vice versa; or where the time breaks sud- 
denly from adagio to allegretto, returning again. 

If these views are correct, why should homeeopathists be 
ashamed to make use of the evident aggravation and amelior- 
ation from music in some cases as indicating symptoms in 
disease. Some of the most marked of these conditions are: 

Digitalis.—‘‘ Fearful apprehensiveness, of asad character, 
with great depression, extremely aggravated by music.”— 
(Allen, vol. iv., p. 95.) | 

Intolerance of music: ambr., cham., sabad., especially in- 
strumental, natr. carb., nux y., phos., sepia. 

Aversion to music, sabina, besides extreme sensitiveness 
under acon., cast., merce., natr. s., viola od. 

Palladium, the right-sided ovarian pain and soreness is 
ageravated by music. 
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.Therapeutics of Epistaxis. 


Crocus.—Especially if the blood is thick and dark; useful 
not only for the acute attack, in which case I should give it 


every fifteen minutes, but also as a constitutional remedy, 
to prevent future attacks. 


Carbo veg.—Indicated in old people, who are more or less 
prostrated, whose blood is too thin, etc. I have known it 
to stop hemorrhages, even when plugging failed. 


Bell.— When the face is flushed and full, throbbing pulse, 
bright red blood. 


Frigeron.—I have known to cure many cases when the 
epistaxis was thin and from both nostrils. 


Hamamelis.—Particularly in hemorrhoidal patients when 
heemorrhages are thin and venous. 


_ Ars. is ‘especially good when hemorrhage has lasted a long 
time, patient becomes prostrated, restless, great paleness, 
. characteristic thirst, even life threatened. 


China.—Especially good for repeated hemorrhages, which 
produce anaemia particularly when the blood is bright and 


clear, and the patient is miasmatic or over-dosed—quinine 
subject. 


Besides the administration of the indicated remedy, in 
severe cases, one or more a of the following methods may be 
employed: 

Nasal douche—a solution containing equal parts of tannin 
and alum, is of great value, not recognized by many. 


Plugging the nostrils, or by elevating the hands above the 
head.—Prof. Helmuth. 


Delirium Tremens. 


Dr. Hamann, of Reading, Pa., reports a method of calming 
the fury of an attack of iaicinin tremens, which he has tried 
with great success. He clasps the right side of the patient's 
neck with four fingers and with the ball of the thumb makes 
sudden and momentary pressure on the upper rings of the 
trachea. The patient becomes senseless for several minutes, 
and when he awakes, is quite rational. The pressure must 
only be for an instant, as it could easily have a fatal result. 
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STROPHANTHUS IN UTERINE HASMORRHAGE 
AND OTHER DISEASES. 


By E. M. HALE, M.D. - 


In strophanthus we have one more drug that can be added 
to the small number that in any degree control the discharge 
of the blood from the uterus. In properly selected cases it 
has a decided influence to stop and control uterine hemorr- 
hage. ‘he cases are such as have been debilitated from long- 
continued and profuse menstruation, or from loss of blood at 
other than menstrual periods, where the uterus is heavily 
congested, a condition common to these patients. In these 
it acts well. 
important that they be made to lie down or be put to bed to 
rest, for the best results are not attainable when the woman 
is allowed to be about. 

I think strophanthus acts through its influence on the 
general circulation, which is similar to that of a heart 
stimulant or tonic. Through this action on the feeble circu- 
lation, found in these cases, blood stasis and local conges- 
lions are removed: It is best administered in the form of a 
tincture or of powdered seed. Of the tincture (strength 1 
to 20) 5 to 6 drops can be given every six hours. Of the 
powder, + to} graip, at the same intervals, though I have 
given as much as one grain with satisfactory results. Tab- 
lets of 2 gtts. each are very useful. The tincture is a useful 
drug in childhood, but should not be prescribed until after 
the fifth year. Its administration very rarely causes dyspep- 
tic symptoms. Larger doses than three drops four or five 
times a day should be avoided on account of the possibility 
of its producing a sudden and unexpected paralyzing effect 
on the muscles of the heart, as has been found by pharma- 
cological experiments, (1 to 5 drops of the ix dil. is safe 
under five years. ) 

The predominating effect of strophanthus is increased se- 
cretion of urine, and, as a consequence thereof, a decrease 
of dropsical effusions. This result is produced, principally, 


by an increased arterial tension, as shown in diseases of the 


-MInitral valves, without, however, having the same prompt - 
compensating effect as 1s obtained by the use of digitalis, 


In the treatment of these cases it is essentially - 
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In diseases in which there exist an increased, or even a nor- 
mal arterial tension, the diuretic effect of strophanthus is 
not produced. 
Strophanthus often relieves dyspncea very promptly, This 
seems to be due to some influence of the drug on the nerve 
centers. This action has especially been noticed in cases of 
chronic nephritis, but also in other affections, such as bron- 
chial asthma, and angina pectoris. This effect is probably 


_ dependent on the increased blood pressure produced by the 


drug. 

Though the action of strophanthus and digitalis in many 
respects is identical, each of these drugs possesses individual 
therapeutical properties. In cases in which rapid compen- 


sation of the diseased heart in valvular affections, and prompt 


increase of arterial tension with marked slowness of the pulse, 
and increase of the urinary secretion is desired, digitalis is, 
undoubtedly, the drug to be first employed, and if it fails to 


have the expected effect, we will hardly have better success 


with strophanthus. But when, by the use of digitalis, for 
instance, the valvular affections has been compensated, and 
we then desire, after exhausting the effect of digitalis, to in- 
crease diuresis by further acting on the heart, and stimulat- 
ing blood pressure, especially when dyspnea forms a promi- 
nent symptom of the disease, then we are often enabled to 
obtain very satisfactory results by the use of strophanthus. 
In such cases, however, it is advisable to combine the two 
drugs, as recommended by Hochhaus and Fraenkel. 
_ The long continued administration of strophanthus never 
poems any culmulative effect, nor did its action become 


- powerful by the patients becoming accustomed to the 
rug. 


Since the above was written, I have used strophanthus in 
a notable case of menorrhagia, with the best results. Mrs. 
W. H.S., aged forty-eight; had Basedow’s disease. Heart’s 
action violent and rapid; pulse 130; no valvular lesion; tur- 
gescence and swelling of the thyroid gland—but no pro- 
tusion of eyeballs. Disposition excitable and irrasci- 
ble. Hach menstrual period the flow was very profuse, 
with aggravation of all the symptoms. After using lycopus, 
digitalis, and other remedies, with no permanent good re- 
sults, she was given strophanthus tincture (Burrough’s) 5 
drops three times a day, beginning two weeks before the 
menstrual period. The next menses was normal in quantity 
(rather less than normal, she said), and all the symptoms 


were improved. The remedy was continued through the 


next month, with great improvement in all the symptoms, 
and she is more comfortable than for years. 
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